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<== LONDON 1980 == 


On May 14, 1607, setilers from threo ships belonging 
ths Lonidon-Virginis 


permanent Engi 
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The United States Postal Service is 
new effically asking fer increases in 
mest ef the pestal rates. Fer the — 
public-at-large this means a 20% first 
class rate te take effect earily in 
1981. This will alse effect the RPA in 
1981, the cest ef menthly mailing will 
increase dramatically. The yearly dues 
ef $3.50 per member will be insuffi- 
cient te cever the cest ef printing 
and mailing the "H & T" aleng with all 
the ether RPA cests ef eperatien. Fer 
the first time in many years, the: RPA 
should censider an increase in the 
yearly dues ef members. The club has 
managed te held dewn the cest ef dues, 
but inflatien has caught-up and the 
.time is fast appreaghing fer actien., 

A metien will be made at the first 

May meeting te ferm a cemmittee te 
study this preblem and present a plan 
semetime in the fall ef '80 after the 


summer break 
ones Poste, 
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May 6 CANADA, eridqneer ed Wild- 
life, two 17¢ stamps, 
Atlantic Whitefish & 
Greater Prairie Chicken 

May 16 U.S., Bicycling 15g- 
embessed envelepe 

May 20 U.S., Dolly Madisen 157 
regular diminutive size 

May: 29 CANADA, Rehabilitation. & 

Gardening 17¢ stamps 
May 31 U.S., Emily Bigsets isg 
‘stamp 


The U.S. Postal Service will issue this souvenir card in mint fone 
dition only honoring LONDON 1988, May 6-14, London, England. 










gros, 


i£] ROCHESTER RO. 


tana 


The Philatelic Windew at the 
Main Rechester Pest Office 
(the General Mailing Facility, 
en Jeffersen Rd, in Henrietta) 
is epen additienal heurs every 
Secend & Fəurth` Wednesdays frem 
or popao GOAR in the evenings, 


nee 
May Meetings 


May 8 ~ Andy Hale will present 
an evening prəgram 
dealing with stamp 
investment petentials 
in teday'’s fast-moving 
philatelic market. 
8:00pm. 


May 22- Walter Orten's pregram 
cencerns the 3¢ green 
and. plating it eut 


NOTES 


Please remember to return 
barrewed RPA beoks te the 
Library-sce.e Nominatiens 

` are still epen fer all RPA 
effices, Please submit 

‘nominations during the 
meetings..... Iranian) 
stamps are ‘new en the U.S. 
offical embarge list, aleng 

. With stamps frem N, Korea, Cuba, 
Vietnam, and Cambodia. Zimbabwe 


(Rhodesia) gan now be imported. 
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RPA member, Larry Herter tty wen 
the Grand Award at POLKAPEX'80 
fer his exhibit ef Hungary Pestal 
Histery. 
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Write on 

Just for today, let's say the 
“P.S.” above stands for Postal 
Service. The U.S. postal people 
would like to see you write more 
personal letters and have even is- 


sued a new postage stamp with the p 
_ words “P.S. Write Soon” scrawled | 


on it. 

Don’t laugh. Considered histor- 
ically, the 15-cent stamp is a bet- 
ter bargain than you might think. 
When Abelard Reynolds became 
Rochester's first postmaster in 
1812, rates were based on how far 
letters traveled: 6 cents up to 30 
miles, 10 cents for 80 miles, 18 


- cents for 150 miles, and 25 cents 


for ahything over that. Back then, 
50 cents was a full day’s pay for 
the average worker’ 

Reynolds, who doubled as an 
innkeeper, was postmaster for a 
record 17 years. He kept all in- 
coming and outgoing mail in a 
pigeon-hole desk; during the first 
six months, receipts totaled $3.42. 

Business improved. In 1829, 
Reynolds built the largest office 
building west of Albany — an ar- 
cade with indoor shops, a meeting 
hall and, of course, a post office, 
which faced Main Street East. He 
no sooner opened for business 


_.. than he lost his job because of the 
` spoils system. 


Aimost 30 years later, a group 
of men gathered in his arcade and 
founded Western Union, the revo- 
lutionary telegraph company that 


sent messages at a speed no postal 


system could match. 


Rochester’s most 


’ 


important 





- Philately fever 


The U.S. Postal Service has fi- 
nally caught on to something that 
Liechtenstein ` knew 


Not the stamps people stick on 
letters, but the ones they stick in 
albums. 

Liechtenstein’s main export is 
postage stamps. Eighty years ago, 
the country began churning them 
out in a variety of colors and sizes, 
strictly for sale to stamp collec- 
tors. The tiny principality, less 
than half the size of the town of 
Penfield, has been solvent ever 


since. 





long ago:. 
’ There’s money in postage stamps. 
















By Edwin Sayers 


Sunday, April 20, 1980/UPSTATE/93 


contribution to the Postal Service 
was the Cutler Mail Chute, which 


first appeared in 1884 in the El- 
wood Building. (The Elwood, at 
the Four Corners, has been re- 
placed by the Security Trust 
building.) No matter how tall the 
building; a letter dropped in the 
“chute lands in a main collection 
box on the ground floor. By 1910, 
thousands of Cutler Chutes were 
in buildings throughout the world, 
Rochester showed its gratitude by 
‘electing inventor James G. Cutler 
mayor of the city. 


Sek 
On Sept. 16, 1875, the first spe- 
cially made postal railroad car 


was loaded with mail and at- 


tached to a train. Letters were: 


sorted and distributed in transit. ' 
The 
worked so well that it was adapted 





cater to stamp collectors as never 
before. Dazzling new issues flow 
off the presses in a steady, colorful 
stream. Everything and anything 


_ that can justify being commen- 


‘orated may appear on a stamp, 
sooner or later. : 

The Rochester General Mailing 
Faoility on Jefferson Road in 
Henrietta is one of 150 Philatelic 





Railway Mail ` Service | 






collected from letter boxes along 
. the way was sorted en route to the 
main post office. The rolling P.O.s 
lost speed as automobiles ‘and 


ly were eliminated. 


bgt 
. In 1934, a new main post office 
on Cumberland Street was built 


be rushed to the trains. It was 
expected to meet Rochester’s 
postal needs for the rest of the 
century. 


The building was demoted to sub- 


station in 1977.. The tunnel be- 


2 


traffic jams multiplied, and final- . 


and declared “unsurpassed in effi- ` 
ciency.” A tunnel connected it to- 
the railroad station so mail could -`° - 


- came outdated, and the fast mail | 


train, like the Pony Express, faded 


into the sunset. 
: mae 


KER 

Tóday, most first-class mail 
goes by air, a circumstance fore- 
shadowed on Oct. 21, 1911. To 


demonstrate air delivery, a plane 


of Strong Memorial Hospital, and 


> flown to Genesee Valley Park. 


. Mail sacks were dropped to a 
“roadside, picked up by postal offi- 
cials, and rushed to the post office 
for processing. i 
Even faster mail is on the way. 
A mixed bag of electronic devices, 
still being developed, may some- 
day flash letters on a screen in 
your living room the same day 
they are written. We've come a 
long way from Abelard Reynolds 
and his pigeon-hole desk. 


country. As such it 
sells stamp ‘collecting kits, mint 


_' was loaded with mail near the site | 


sets of commemorative and spe-.. 


and collectors’ paraphernalia. 
It promotes stamp collecting as 
a hobby right down to the primary 


_ grades. Jeri McAuliffe, a custom- 


er service representative at the 
Rochester center, establishes Ben- 
jamin Franklin Clubs for area 


-~ Cantinued on 3 





. cial stamps, plus philatelic books 


to streetcars, or trolleys. Roches- 
ter’s Trolley Post Offices (1896-~ . 
- 1908) ran along some routes; mail, 


It missed the mark by 23 years.” ~~ 
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New York Times y 
WASHINGTON: — The United 
‘States Postal Service proposed raising: 
its rates an average of 28 percent yester- 
day. Under the plan, first class letter 
rates would ; go from 15 cents to 20 cents, 
the biggest increase ever. ` 

Postage rates, which have not been 


approval by the independent Postal 
. Rate Commission. 
Sven though the Postal Service ap- 

plied yesterday for approval of the rates, 
- Postmaster General William F. Bolger 
said he expects that.the new rates would 
be cleared no sooner than next year. 

The Postal Rate “Commission ‘has 
' never turned down a package of request- - 
ed rate increases. But it has occasionally : 
modified some rates. i 

Yesterday’s rate Proposals are based ' 
on expectations that federal subsidies 


op iito! Hill. 


sety ce-would continue to function Mon-, 
‘dey through Saturday. 





F does the R PA. have. 


a correc mailing 
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through 6. The Philatelic Center 
provides albums, miscellaneous 
stamps and information about 
starting a collection. About 1,600 
children are enrolled in more than 
100 Franklin clubs i in the Roches- 
ter area, 

“Stamp collecting is a learning 
tool,” Ms. McAuliffe says, “and 
it’s informative. We show a film 
on how stamps are made and tell 
them the history of stamps. They 
find it fascinating, and those that 
stick with it will likely find it prof- 
itable in the long run. Many 
stamps have a tendency to grow in 


value” nua : 
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DEMOCRAT AND CnRONICLE, Rochester, N Y ee, Apr. 22, 1960. 


Increase aske 20 
in postal rates 


increased since May 1978, are subject to. 


Iso presumes ‘that weekly postal’ : 


Federal budia cuts that =m]: elimi- 
nate more than $700 million in public 
service payments, even with the in- 
creases approved, could require cutting 
service hack to five days a week. 

Bolger said he would choose service 
‘cuts rather than’ ask still another in- 4 
crease in postage rates. 

Largely because of inflation, and par- 
ticularly a series of wage increases trig- 
gered by the climbing Consumer Price_ 
“Index and increases in fuel prices, the | i 
: Postal Service projects a deficit this year - 

< of $593 million. Only last year the agency 
, had its first revenue surplus since the 
1940s. 

| Bolger said that in some respects the 
new rate proposal is unique. It contains 


; many increases in various rates, such as -| 


"| for letters, parcels and advertising leaf- 
' Jets, hut it also includes some rate reduc- : 
tions and some incentives for mailers to 


will continue at present levels — rather  pre-sort their mail in exchange for re- 
than undergo cuts being discussed now | duced charges. 


Highlights of the proposal include: 

@ First class letters would cost 20 
, cents for the first ounce, and 17 cents for 
| each subsequent ounce of weight in the 

same letter — compared to 15 cents for 
‘the first ounce and 13 cents for each 
subsequent ounce now. 

è Third class bulk mail, which in- 
cludes such commercial items as cata- 
logs, advertising circulars and leaflets, 
would increases 17.7 percent. ` 


cording to the distance a parcel is being 
sent, would increase an average of 8.4 
percent; and second class items, includ- 
_ing newspapers and magazines, would 
‘increase only 1.9 percent. 
è Among items that would have re- 
| duced rates under the proposal are “‘in- 
-county” rates for newspapers, down 15.2 
percent; nonprofit rates for publications 
of nonprofit organizations, down 6.2 per- 
cent; educational materials, down 5.2 
percent; nonprofit third class material 
such as newsletters and fundraising ap- 
peals, down 5.7 percent. 
Bolger also said the Postal Service i is 
considering a proposal to offer a holiday 
season discount, possibly to begin at 
Christmas time in 1981. 
` “A reduced rate would be justified on 
the basis that it would generate addi- 
tional volume and revenues and at the 
same time allow us to make more effi- 
cient use of our work force during the 
peak mailing season,” Bolger said. 
1 The new rates are expected to gen- 
| erate about $5 billion in new revenues, 
Bolger said, with letters contributing 
more than half of the increase. 

This year the postal service has been 
stung twice by mandated wage increases. 


The Hinges & Tongs ia 
published monthly by 
the Rochester Philatelic 
Association, Inc., F.Q. 


Box 3506, Brighton Sta., 
Rochester, NY 14610. Typed 


Articles must be submitted 
by the 25th. Editors 
Jonn Kellas IJl. 









è Parcel post rates, which vary ac- ’. 














62 BUSINESS WEEK: April 21, 1980 
Why it will cost more | 
for less postal service 


Postal Service users are about to be hit 
with a double: whammy—reduced mail 
deliveries and higher rates. 

The Carter - Administration and the 
Senate and House: Budget Committees 
all are calling for elimination of one day 
of delivery service as a means of cutting 
expenses to help balance the federal 
budget. But beyond that, the U. S. Postal 
Service will almost certainly be forced to 
raise its rates an average of 30% early in 
1981 if it is to avoid slipping into the red 

by $2.4 billion in the coming fiscal year. . 
Postal salaries tied to the rising consum- 
er price index, along with spiraling. gaso- . 
line costs, are expected to prompt the 
agency’s governing board to recommend 
price increases across thë full range of 

mail services at an Apr. 20 meeting. © 

if the independent Postal Rate Com- 
mission approves, the cost of a first-class 
stamp could rise to 20¢ by next March. 
Increases will also hit other types of 
mail in percentages: yet. to be deter- 

mined. Despite its first surplus -in 34 
years—$470 million: for fiscal .1979—the 
Postal Service says it has been more 
than two and a half years since the last 
rate increase and “a general rate in- 
crease will be needed in 1981.” 
8¢ an hour. “When the consumer: price 
index for February. was announced, it 
cost us $110 million, or 8¢ an hour per ` 
worker, in cost-of-living adjustments,” 
Postmaster General William F. Bolger 
told the House Post Office & Civil Ser- 

‘vice Committee late in March. A previ- 
ous CPI increase in January had cost the 
Postal Service $120 million. 

The average unionized postal worker 
had annual wages and benefits worth 
$20,576 as of Feb. 22. Employees will 
receive a cost-of-living increase of about 
$750 on May 17 and another $500 in a 
general raise on: July 21. Bolger contends 
that wages, which account: for 86% of 
the Postal Service’s $19.2 billion budget, 
should be linked to. productivity in- 
creases rather than to the inflation rate. 
Rising gasoline „prices also are fueling 
the agency’s problems by i increasing the 
cost of keeping delivery vehicles going. 

The Postal Service will continue to 
reduce business mailers’ rate'increases if. 
the mailers perform such tasks as pre- 
sorting of mail. “The Postal Service is 

_ moving toward ‘unbundling’ its rates in 
an attempt to be more competitive with 
private carriers,” says Van `H. Sea- 


continued, on Y 
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Radio Quiz 


The Rochester Philatelic 
Association meeting of January 24, 1980, 
consisted of a series of Quizs. À tape 
was played froma recent transmission/ 
broadcast of a program from Radio Sweden 

i called Stamp Corner. RB&dioi Sweden's 
Stamp Corner Program had a Stamp Contest 
called Swedish Stamps of the Past. The 
answers to the contest were presented on 

' the program of March 3, 1980. However, 
receiving conditions were poor on that 
night, and though I taped the program 
for use at a future meeting, I came to 
the conclusion that it would be better 

_to give the answers in an article in the 
‘linges and Tongs. Any members who may 
have participated, and sent Radio Sweden 

. their answers to the Stamp Contest, 

. Should reeéive in the mail from Radio 

- Sweden a consolation prize if your 

, answers were correct. However, if your 
answers were not sent in, you can not 

participate any more as the contest is 
closed. 


The questions were the following: 


‘Question I - In March, 50 years ago, 
_Sweden issued a 35 ore stamp in its run- 


ning series with the King's Portrait, who 
‚was the king? Name and Number. 


“Answer I - King Gustav 5. 


Question 2 - In May, 50 years ago, Sweden 
‘issued its first stamps of a very special 
kind, what kind was that? 


‘Answer 2 - Night Airmail or Airmail., 


Question 3 + In May, 25 years ago, Sweden 
issued a set of stamps to consaemorate a 
very special event, what was that? It 
was not the big International Philatelic 
Exnibi¢ion held in Stockholm that year, 
‘that issue came in July. 


Answer 3 - 1955 marked the 100th Anniver- 
sary of the issuance of the lst Swedish 
Stamp. 

i would be interested in hearing 
about any member who participated in 
Sadio Sweden's Stanp Corner Contest, 
and receivec a prize from them, 

Jim Trenton. 








“A stamp for your letter will be 15 cents. . i Now, would you also like to have it 


ans. | 
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graves, a former postal employee and 
now the publisher of a postal newsletter. 
“The governors will include in their rate 
package proposals for doing less for a 
mailer in exchange for lower rates.” 
Today, for example, businesses and orga- 
nizations pay 13¢ a letter rather than 
15¢ for. first-class mail that they sort 
themselves. Rates are also cut if mailers 
transport their own mail to central post- 
al facilities for processing and delivery. 
Never on Saturday? While the Postal Ser- 
vice struggles with its rate package, 
President Carter has asked the agency to 
trim its appropriations request as part 
of the drive to balance the. budget. 
Agreeing with the Administration, the 
House Budget Committee has recom- 
mended that the postal subsidy for fiscal 
1981 be reduced by $836 million, and the 
Senate Budget Committee has suggested 
a decrease of $600 million. 

If Congress passes appropriations cuts 
of this magnitude, says Bolger, eliminat- 
ing a sixth day of mail delivery could be 
the only way to make ends meet. By 
dropping a day of delivery, the Postal 
Service could save-from $500 million to 
$600 million a year, although only half 
that savings could achieved in the first 
year. 

Saturday is the day most frequently 
cited as the one that would lose deliver- 
ies, but a day in the middle of the week 
might be chosen instead. “Existing stu- 
dies on these matters are limited and 
dated,” says Bolger. “They do not tell us 
which customers would be most affected 
by such a move and whether dropping 
Saturday delivery would be least disrup- 
tive.” The Postmaster General has 
formed two task forces to examine both 
these questions and the impact such a 
move would have on letter carriers. œ 
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